
ELEMENTARY (K-3) 
16. The Good Shepherd 
A story based on Psalm 23 & 51. 
 

Memory Verse 

“I [Jesus] am the good shepherd; I know my 

sheep and my sheep know me… I lay down 

my life for the sheep.” John 10:14&15b 

Story Time  

Read ‘The Good Shepherd’ (pages 130-135 

in the Jesus Storybook Bible) or watch the 

video on our website. 

Understanding the Story  

Talk this through with your kids:  
 

David’s story whispers Jesus’ name and 

points us towards the true rescuer. David 

was a good king, but he still made mistakes. 

One day a descendant of David would be 

the King of all kings, the rescuer who saves 

us from the terrible lie. But before David 

became the king, he was a shepherd. In 

Jesus’ time, people might not know much 

about the life of a King, but they’d be able 

to relate or understand what it means to be 

a shepherd. This story tells us about the 

Good Shepherd (another name for Jesus!)   

But what does a shepherd do? Well, they’d 

look after sheep, but that might not be as 

easy as it sounds. Sheep wander off and get 

lost or stuck. Sheep are an easy target for a 

hungry mountain lion and looking after 

sheep is an all day and all-night kind of job. 

Shepherds had to be committed, so 

committed to looking after their sheep that 

they might need to put their own life on the 

line to rescue their flock.  

We’re like sheep. We’re SO LOST and 

defenseless on our own. We need a 

Shepherd. Jesus is our Good Shepherd, who 

gave His life to rescue us. He cares for us 

and defends us. He leads us and protects 

us. He frees us from the terrible lie of sin.  

 

Questions to get you talking:  

- If you could be any animal, which animal 

would you be and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities in your box 

- Family movie night You’ll need the 

popcorn from your box. Watch ‘Wallace 

and Gromit: a Close Shave’ a funny 

animated 30 minute movie that could act 

as a discussion starter about sheep! (Please 

note, there is a mean character which may 

upset sensitive kids). You can find the movie 

on Netflix or on YouTube. 

- Colouring Sheet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELEMENTARY (4-7) 
16. The Good Shepherd 
A story based on Psalm 23 & 51. 
 

Memory Verse 

“I [Jesus] am the good shepherd; I know my 

sheep and my sheep know me… I lay down 

my life for the sheep.” John 10:14&15b 

Story Time  

Read ‘The Good Shepherd’ (pages 130-135 

in the Jesus Storybook Bible) or watch the 

video on our website. 

Understanding the Story  

Talk this through with your kids:  
 

David’s story whispers Jesus’ name and 

points us towards the true rescuer. David 

was a good king, but he still made mistakes. 

One day a descendant of David would be 

the King of all kings, the rescuer who saves 

us from the terrible lie. But before David 

became the king, he was a shepherd. In 

Jesus’ time, people might not know much 

about the life of a King, but they’d be able 

to relate or understand what it means to be 

a shepherd. This story tells us about the 

Good Shepherd (another name for Jesus!)   

But what does a shepherd do? Well, they’d 

look after sheep, but that might not be as 

easy as it sounds. Sheep wander off and get 

lost or stuck. Sheep are an easy target for a 

hungry mountain lion and looking after 

sheep is an all day and all-night kind of job. 

Shepherds had to be committed, so 

committed to looking after their sheep that 

they might need to put their own life on the 

line to rescue their flock.  

We’re like sheep. We’re SO LOST and 

defenseless on our own. We need a 

Shepherd. Jesus is our Good Shepherd, who 

gave His life to rescue us. He cares for us 

and defends us. He leads us and protects 

us. He frees us from the terrible lie of sin. 

Digging a little deeper:  

The bible tells us that all of us are like sheep 

who wander off and all of us are lost [Isaiah 

53:6] But why compare us to sheep? There 

must be lots of stories about getting lost. It’s 

because sheep are particularly silly - they 

can’t do much for themselves at all. They 

can’t take care of their wool coat, they 

can’t defend themselves - they need a 

shepherd to survive! We’re compared to 

sheep, not as an insult, but to highlight our 

helplessness against the terrible lie. No 

matter how clever, or how kind, or how rich 

we are, we’ll still be lost without a Shepherd. 

We need Jesus.  
 

Questions to get you talking:  

- If you could be any animal, which animal 

would you be and why? 

 

Activities in your box 

- Family movie night You’ll need the 

popcorn from your box. Watch ‘Wallace 

and Gromit: a Close Shave’ a funny 

animated 30 minute movie that could act 

as a discussion starter about sheep! (Please 

note, there is a mean character which may 

upset sensitive kids). You can find the movie 

on Netflix or on YouTube. 

- Colouring Sheet 

- Cupcake Sheep  

You’ll need the cake mix, cookies and 

marshmallows from your box. Make the 

cupcakes and ice them, use the cookies 

and marshmallows to decorate them to look 

like sheep! See the picture below. 

 

 
 

 


